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Delegated Portfolio Holder Decision: TWBC 
Representations to the Regulation 16 consultation 
on the Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Development 
Plan  

For Councillor Hugo Pound 

Summary 
 

Lead Member: Councillor Hugo Pound 

Lead Director: Lee Colyer 

Head of Service: Carlos Hone 

Report Author: Thomas Vint, Senior Planning Officer 

Classification: Public document (non-exempt) 

Wards Affected: Paddock Wood East & Paddock Wood West 

Approval Timetable Date 

Portfolio Holder 14 November 2022  

Report Published  15 November 2022 

Decision Due not before 23 November 2022 

 
Recommendations 
 

Officer recommendations as supported by the Portfolio Holder: 

1. That the table of comments presented in Appendix A be submitted, on or before 

the 14 November 2022, as the Borough Council’s representations to the 

Regulation 16 consultation on the Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Development 

Plan. 
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1. Introduction and Background 
 

1.1 This report refers to the Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Development Plan 

(PWNDP) Regulation 16 draft for consultation, that can be accessed online at  

https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/neighbourhood-

plans/paddock-wood  

1.2 The production of a neighbourhood development plan (or neighbourhood plan, 

as they are more commonly known) is the means by which a local community 

can take responsibility for land use planning in their area, potentially covering 

matters such as the location of houses, shops and community facilities, the 

setting of design standards for new development, or the identification and 

conservation of local heritage assets and green spaces. 

 

1.3 The legal context for preparation of neighbourhood plans is provided by the 

Localism Act 2011 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/atta

chment_data/file/5959/1896534.pdf, the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 

2012 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/pdfs/uksi_20120637_en.pdf, 

and The Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/20/part/1/crossheading/neighbourhoo

d-planning/enacted, as amended. 

 

1.4 Policies in neighbourhood plans need to be in general conformity with the 

strategic policies of the borough council, as well as having regard to the National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and any other relevant legislation. 

Preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan 
 

1.5 The preparation of a neighbourhood plan broadly follows that of a Local Plan. 

The Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan has identified the key issues to be 

addressed within its neighbourhood plan, and the Vision and Objectives section 

sets out the main aims and objectives that the Plan seeks to deliver through 

policies in the neighbourhood plan. This process has been informed by 

consultation with the local community and supported by an evidence base. There 

has also been regular ongoing support and advice provided by TWBC planning 

and specialist officers. 

 

1.6 The TWBC Environmental Planning officer provided guidance and support for the 

Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan Group from November 2021 to ensure the 

environmental screenings for the neighbourhood plan were carried out correctly, 

based on the scope of the Neighbourhood Plan (that did not propose to allocate 

sites for development). TWBC was able to confirm to Paddock Wood Town 

Council in February 2022 that a Strategic Environmental Assessment was not 

https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/neighbourhood-plans/paddock-wood
https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/neighbourhood-plans/paddock-wood
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/5959/1896534.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/5959/1896534.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/pdfs/uksi_20120637_en.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/20/part/1/crossheading/neighbourhood-planning/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/20/part/1/crossheading/neighbourhood-planning/enacted
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necessary, which was supported by the Environment Agency, Natural England 

and Historic England. In February 2022, the Environmental Planning Officer also 

confirmed, within the Habitat Regulation Assessment Screening Report, that the 

‘appropriate assessment’ stage of the HRA process that ascertains the effect on 

integrity of European sites does not need to be undertaken. This was also 

supported by Natural England. 

 

1.7 A ‘pre-submission’ version of the neighbourhood plan (the Regulation 14 stage) 

was prepared and a Regulation 14 public consultation on this document was 

carried out by Paddock Wood Town Council from 28 February – 25 April 2022. 

 

1.8 Full details of the consultations and engagement with the public that were carried 

out in the preparation of the Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan are provided 

within the Consultation Statement prepared to support the neighbourhood plan 

(see Paddock Wood Consultation Statement). 

 

1.9 Following consideration of the Regulation 14 consultation responses, taking 

account of the issues raised and making any appropriate amendments in the 

light of the responses, a final draft ‘submission’ version of the plan was prepared 

and submitted, along with other necessary documentation, to the borough 

council on 5 August 2022. A formal 9 week consultation, known as Regulation 

16, is currently being undertaken, which commenced on Monday 12 September 

and closes Monday 14 November 2022. 

 

1.10 Full details of the consultation are available at: 

https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/neighbourhood-

plans/paddock-wood  

 

1.11 Neighbourhood plans must meet certain ‘basic conditions’ before they can come 

into force. These are tested through the independent examination, before a 

neighbourhood plan may proceed to referendum.  

 

1.12 The Regulations state that a neighbourhood plan will be considered to have met 

the basic conditions if:  

 

• having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by 

the Secretary of State, it is appropriate to make the neighbourhood plan; 

• the making of the neighbourhood plan contributes to the achievement of 

sustainable development; 

• the making of the neighbourhood plan is in general conformity with the strategic 

policies contained in the development plan for the area of the authority (or any 

part of that area); 

• the making of the neighbourhood plan does not breach, and is otherwise 

compatible with, EU obligations. (Note: these obligations remain despite UK 

departure from EU, unless specifically revised or removed by the UK 

Parliament). 

https://ehq-production-europe.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/bbbd7b790206bf74596dce3c19a091b654910cd2/original/1662387636/38f5d73b9e46eed7ac6a39f70375fca8_Consultation_Statement_PW_NDP.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA4KKNQAKICO37GBEP%2F20221101%2Feu-west-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20221101T155215Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=f672a2f5edc4115001cb0dfb5e02c2e0690c6963842cc1b4bc128dcffb7445e7
https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/neighbourhood-plans/paddock-wood
https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/neighbourhood-plans/paddock-wood
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1.12 Neighbourhood plans, when finally approved (and then referred to as a ‘made’ 

neighbourhood plan), become part of the development plan for the borough, 

which means that they are a key document in the determination of planning 

applications in that area (that is, in this instance, Paddock Wood Parish). 

 

2. Representations to be made by TWBC to the Regulation 16 
consultation being carried out on the Paddock Wood 
Neighbourhood Plan 
 

2.1 It is a requirement of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations that a 

neighbourhood plan is in general conformity with the strategic policies contained 

in the development plan for the area of the authority.  

2.2 The representations to be made by TWBC to the Regulation 16 consultation 

(presented in Appendix A) have concentrated on addressing this requirement. 

However, some comments from specialist officers are also considered 

appropriate to include with the representations as they provide advice on matters 

to ensure policies are robust and can achieve what is intended. 

2.3 These representations from TWBC, once formally approved by the Borough 

Council through this Delegated Portfolio-holder Decision, will then be submitted 

to the Regulation 16 consultation for the Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

General Conformity of the Paddock Wood Neighbourhood 

Plan with the strategic policies contained in the development 

plan for Tunbridge Wells Borough 

 

2.4 The Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan needs to be in general conformity with 

strategic policies contained in the development plan for Tunbridge Wells 

Borough. At this time, this requirement relates to strategic policies contained in 

the following planning documents adopted by Tunbridge Wells Borough Council: 

• Saved policies in the Tunbridge Wells Borough Council Local Plan 2006 

• Tunbridge Wells Core Strategy Development Plan Document 2010 

• Tunbridge Wells Borough Council Site Allocations Local Plan 2016 

• Kent Minerals and Waste Local Plan 2013 to 2030 

The Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan also needs to be in general conformity 
with national planning policy as set out in the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) 2021. 

2.5 Local Plan 2006: since its adoption some changes have been made to the Local 

Plan as a result of the 'saving' of policies in March 2009, the adoption of the Core 

Strategy in June 2010 and the adoption of the Site Allocations Local Plan in July 

2016. As a result, some policies have been removed from the Local Plan as they 
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are no longer valid. An updated list of Local Plan 2006 saved policies can be 

viewed at 

https://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/343347/Local-

Plan-2006-Remaining-Saved-Policies-at-2016.pdf 

2.6 Core Strategy 2010: The Core Strategy provides the overarching principles by 

which the essential development needs of the Borough for the period 2010 – 

2026 are to be delivered. The key decisions about how much development would 

happen in the borough, and where and when it will take place for this period, are 

made in the Core Strategy. 

2.7 The Core Strategy provides: 

A spatial vision of how the borough should develop strategic objectives for 

development in the borough, setting out the main issues to be addressed  

A delivery strategy setting out how much development will take place and 

where, when and by what means it will be delivered  

2.8 The Site Allocations Local Plan 2016 sets out the specific sites that the 

Council believes should be developed in order to meet the levels of growth set 

out in the adopted Core Strategy. 

2.9 The Kent Minerals and Waste Local Plan (KMWLP) 2013-2030 was originally 

adopted by Kent County Council (KCC) in July 2016 and has been subject to an 

Early Partial Review of certain waste management capacity requirement and 

mineral and waste safeguarding policies. The plan was adopted in its modified 

form in September 2020. There are considered to be no strategic policies in the 

KMWLP that affect the policies proposed by Paddock Wood Neighbourhood 

Plan, although it is noted that the Plan plans for the growth areas in line with the 

emerging Submission Local Plan (SLP); emerging SLP Policy requires that the 

potential for mineral deposits in the growth areas are considered and any viably 

workable minerals are extracted prior to development commencing. The NDP 

also makes reference to the need for proposals to comply with the safeguarding 

policies of the KMWLP including any development which may have implications 

for any sites allocated for mineral extraction in the KMWLP. 

 

Commentary 

Adopted Development Plan  

2.10 Local Plan 2006: Saved Policy LBD1 Limits to Built Development is considered 

to be a strategic policy that is relevant for consideration by TWBC when making 

representations to the Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Regulation 16 consultation. Policy LBD1 states that ‘Outside the Limits to Built 

Development, as defined on the Proposals Map, development will only be 

permitted where it would be in accordance with all relevant policies contained in 

this Local Plan and the Kent Structure Plan 1996 and the Kent & Medway 

Structure Plan 2006 rural settlement and countryside policies’. 

https://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/343347/Local-Plan-2006-Remaining-Saved-Policies-at-2016.pdf
https://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/343347/Local-Plan-2006-Remaining-Saved-Policies-at-2016.pdf
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2.11 Note: Although Structure Plans have no formal status in the current planning 

system, Policy LBD1 remains a strategic policy statement within the development 

plan for Tunbridge Wells Borough for future development and land-use planning. 

2.12 The Core Strategy policies that are considered to be relevant for consideration 

by TWBC when making representations to the Paddock Wood Neighbourhood 

Plan Regulation 16 consultation are: 

• Core Policy 1: Delivery of Development  

• Core Policy 2: Green Belt 

• Core Policy 3: Transport Infrastructure  

• Core Policy 4: Environment  

• Core Policy 5: Sustainable Design and Construction  

• Core Policy 6: Housing Provision  

• Core Policy 7: Employment Provision  

• Core Policy 8: Retail, Leisure and Community Facilities Provision 

• Core Policy 11: Development in Paddock Wood 

 

2.13 Core Policy 11: Development in Paddock Wood sets out a strategy for Paddock 

Wood which promotes a locally-distinctive design identified for the town, 

particularly the town centre, in partnership with the local community. It also seeks 

to ensure that new development contributes to the furtherance of that identity as 

well as pays particular attention to the integration of the townscape and 

surrounding landscape with a view to enhancing the quality of the local 

environment. The main aims and objectives of Core Policy 11 are: 

• To maintain the Green Belt boundaries. 

• Provide for around 600 net dwellings on sites allocated for development 

which contributes toward addressing local affordability issues and 

provides a greater choice of homes. 

• All sites capable of accommodating 10 or more dwellings should provide 

affordable housing. 

• Development is to be located in accordance with the Strategic Flood Risk 

Assessment and PPS25, including the sequential test as appropriate, 

together with site-specific FRAs. Opportunities should also be taken to 

integrate flood risk management in all new development, including, where 

possible, aims to reduce existing flood risk. 

• Redevelopment for current/future business/employment needs within the 

Key Employment Areas. 

• Provision of smaller, more flexible, and higher quality commercial and 

industrial units in the defined Key Employment Areas to be encouraged 

and facilitated. 

• 900sqm of (net) additional comparison floorspace to be delivered by 2017, 

unless a different need is identified in a future Retail Study, in order to 

increase the vitality and viability of the centre. 

• The provision of activities to strengthen the social economy of the town. 

• A site for a community facility will be allocated and provided during the 

Core Strategy period. 
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• Use and accessibility of public transport, particularly for accessing the Key 

Employment Areas, will be promoted. 

 

2.14 As above, Core Strategy Core Policy 11 identified that approximately 600 net 

additional dwellings would be delivered in Paddock Wood on sites for the period 

2006 to 2026, to be allocated and released in the Site Allocations Local Plan. 

 

Emerging Local Plan 

2.15 A new Local Plan for the borough is currently being prepared. The TWBC Local 

Plan was submitted to the Secretary of State on 1 November 2021, and an 

Examination in Public (EiP) took place from March to July 2022. TWBC is 

currently awaiting a decision from the Inspector. Some modifications to some 

parts of the Plan were submitted alongside the pre-submission version. These 

are not considered to go to the heart of soundness of that Local Plan. 

2.16 By way of background, a Regulation 18 consultation on the Draft TWBC Local 

Plan was carried out in September/November 2019, and a Regulation 19 

consultation on the Pre-Submission TWBC Local Plan was carried out in 

March/June 2021. It is the case that the preparation of the Paddock Wood 

Neighbourhood Plan has been undertaken with the benefit of the Local Plan for 

the borough being in the public domain, with the initial consultation (Regulation 

14) on the Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan having been carried out during 

February – April 2022 (post-submission of the Local Plan and partly during the 

Local Plan examination hearings). 

2.17 In the Basic Conditions Report (dated June 2022) prepared by Paddock Wood 

Town Council to support the submitted Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan, 

Section 4, ‘The Development Plan’, considers how each policy in the 

neighbourhood plan conforms with the relevant policy in the TWBC Local Plan 

(2006), the Core Strategy (2010), the Site Allocations Local Plan (2016), and the 

Submission Local Plan (2021); see Basic Conditions Report. 

 

2.18 One of the key considerations is the conformity of the Paddock Wood 

Neighbourhood Plan with the strategic policies for Paddock Wood in the 

emerging Local Plan, namely STR/SS 1 (Paddock Wood Including Land at East 

Capel) and STR/SS 2 (Paddock Wood Town Centre). It is considered that the 

majority of policies within the Neighbourhood Plan are in general conformity with 

the emerging Local Plan, however officers have commented where there is a 

conflict in policy, particularly in relation to the proposed strategic sites. 

Furthermore, some policies require further justification and greater flexibility to be 

built into the policy wording to make them more effective and less onerous. 

 

Conclusion 

2.19 During the preparation of the Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan, planning and 

specialist officers have provided guidance and support to the group of individuals 

preparing the neighbourhood plan. At the Regulation 14 consultation stage, a 

https://ehq-production-europe.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/510e2baee9d3ddc1698912cb7d197c5203051c8c/original/1662387658/8cfe9ed8120c8a549da9ee1b4086eb8f_Basic_Conditions_Statement_PW_NDP.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA4KKNQAKICO37GBEP%2F20221101%2Feu-west-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20221101T163757Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=e165e7f875c76212bfaecbcebc08b833db43ae6583760a57f5a015b507ff773b
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detailed response was provided by officers that included advice about how policy 

approaches could be further improved. 

2.20 The Basic Conditions Report for Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan includes 

analysis on how the neighbourhood plan is in conformity with the Submission 

Local Plan as well as the current Development Plan documents. 

2.21 It is considered that the policies included in the Paddock Wood Neighbourhood 

Plan are in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the adopted 

development plan for Tunbridge Wells Borough. They are also in general 

conformity with the emerging Local Plan, which once adopted will form part of the 

Development Plan and will supersede the Site Allocations Local Plan 2016, the 

Core Strategy 2010, and the saved policies of the Local Plan 2006. In general, 

the comments made by TWBC to the Regulation 16 consultation (Appendix A) 

are supportive of the policies included in the Paddock Wood Neighbourhood 

Plan; however, there are areas of conflict with the emerging plan, particularly in 

relation to STR/SS 1 (The Strategy for Paddock Wood, Including Land at East 

Capel). Some policies also require more justification and greater flexibility in their 

wording to ensure they are effective. 

 

3. The next stage in the preparation of the 

Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan 

following the Regulation 16 consultation 
3.1 Neighbourhood plans are subject to an Independent Examination. The borough 

council will appoint an independent examiner (with the agreement of Paddock 

Wood Town Council), and this process has been commenced by TWBC officers.  

 

3.2 Normally, the independent examination will be conducted by written 

representations. However, if necessary, the examiner may invite interested 

parties to a public hearing to present their comments. 

 

3.3 The independent examiner will consider whether the proposed neighbourhood 

plan meets the basic conditions and other requirements set out by law. 

 

3.4 The examiner reports to both the borough council and Paddock Wood Town 

Council (the ‘qualifying body’). The borough council must formally consider the 

report. If it accepts the examiner’s report (through a Cabinet decision), 

Democratic Services will arrange for a local referendum to be held to ensure that 

the community has the final say on whether the neighbourhood plan comes into 

force or not. 

 

3.5 If more than 50% of those voting in the referendum vote ‘yes’, then the 

neighbourhood plan will be presented to the Full Council of the Tunbridge Wells 

Borough Council and if accepted it then becomes part of the development plan 

for Paddock Wood parish. 

 

https://ehq-production-europe.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/510e2baee9d3ddc1698912cb7d197c5203051c8c/original/1662387658/8cfe9ed8120c8a549da9ee1b4086eb8f_Basic_Conditions_Statement_PW_NDP.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA4KKNQAKICO37GBEP%2F20221101%2Feu-west-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20221101T163757Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=e165e7f875c76212bfaecbcebc08b833db43ae6583760a57f5a015b507ff773b
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4. Options Considered 
 

4.1 Option A): ‘not submitting TWBC representations to the Regulation 16 

consultation, the ‘do nothing scenario’’: This option would involve the borough 

council not continuing to provide the advice and guidance that has been 

available for the neighbourhood plan group during the preparation of the 

Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan.  

4.2 There is a legal requirement for local authorities to provide support for those 

preparing neighbourhood plans. The local planning authority should take a 

proactive and positive approach, working collaboratively with a neighbourhood 

planning body particularly sharing evidence and seeking to resolve any issues to 

ensure the neighbourhood plan has the greatest chance of success at 

independent examination. 

4.3 Planning and specialist officers have been available, wherever possible, 

particularly in relation to helping to understand the TWBC Local Plan context and 

drafting policies, to provide advice and guidance to the Paddock Wood 

Neighbourhood Plan group. 

4.4 Option B): ‘submit alternative representations to the Regulation 16 consultation’: 

the representations presented in Appendix A that it is proposed to submit to the 

Regulation 16 consultation on the Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan reflect 

advice and comments from a range of TWBC professional officers in the 

planning department. This option would require additional liaison and discussion 

with these officers. 

4.5 Option C):’to endorse the proposed representations to the Regulation 16 

consultation: this option would enable the Borough Council to continue to provide 

advice and guidance to the Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan group. 

5. Preferred Option and Reason 
 

5.1 The preferred option is Option C): ‘to endorse the proposed representations to 

the Regulation 16 consultation’ as this would enable the Borough Council to 

continue to provide advice and guidance to the Paddock Wood Neighbourhood 

Plan group.  

5.2 Notwithstanding comments in relation to the location of a future Sports Hub 

(Section 4 - Future Growth Strategy: Figure 8 and paragraph 4.19 ) and the 

conflict with the TWBC Emerging Local Plan policy for Paddock Wood and East 

Capel (Policy STR/SS 1), it is considered that the polices contained in the 

Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan are in general conformity with the strategic 

policies contained in the development plan for Tunbridge Wells Borough, 

although it is noted that some areas of conflict remain with regard to the 

emerging (Submission) Local Plan (particularly in relation to STR/SS 1). 
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6. Consultation on Options 
 

6.1 N/A 

 

Recommendation from Cabinet Advisory Board 
 

6.2 N/A 

 

7. Implementation 
 

7.1 The TWBC representations to the Regulation 16 consultation on the Paddock 

Wood Neighbourhood Plan, set out in Appendix A, will be submitted using the 

online response form on the consultation webpages. 

8. Appendices and Background Documents 
 

Appendices: 

• Appendix A: TWBC Representations to the Regulation 16 consultation on the 

Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan 

Exempt appendices (if any): N/A 

Background Papers: 

• Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Development Plan Regulation 16 for consultation  

Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan (2022-2038): Submission Version July 2022 

 

 

https://ehq-production-europe.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/c7b0ac0b3db45aa4b89eabc6b05e1f39211628bd/original/1662387503/ef70cea590b73215f7a93238b34a7fbd_Paddock_Wood_Submission_Neighbourhood_Development_Plan_2022.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA4KKNQAKICO37GBEP%2F20221101%2Feu-west-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20221101T165347Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=b1edc2b1afe05a5a612fe996ffd67beb43a2852fe30fcfb3dc3082c4a8eb1921
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9. Cross Cutting Issues 
 

A. Legal (including the Human Rights Act) 
 

Accepting the recommendations in this report will fulfil the Council’s duties under the 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990, as amended by the Localism Act 2011, the 

Housing and Planning Act 2016, and the Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017. The 

recommendations also comply with the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 

2012 as amended. 

Cheryl Parks, Mid Kent Legal Services (Planning) 9 November 2022 

B. Finance and Other Resources 
 

There is no associated cost beyond those factored into the budget of Planning Services 
in organising the independent examination and meeting the independent examiner’s 
invoiced costs. Tunbridge Wells Borough Council can claim £20,000 from the 
government (Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government) once they have 
set a date for a referendum following a successful examination where a neighbourhood 
plan has not previously been made for that area. The referendum will be carried out by 
the Borough Council. 
 
Jane Fineman, Head of Finance, Procurement and Parking 11 November 2022 

C. Staffing 
 

There are no staffing implications. 

Carlos Hone, Head of Planning 3 November 2022 

 

D. Risk Management 
 

All risks associated with this report are within the Council’s current risk appetite and 
managed in accordance with its risk management strategy.  
 
Carlos Hone, Head of Planning 3 November 2022 

E. Environment and Sustainability 
 

No environmental and sustainability implications are identified. Section 3 of the Basic 
Conditions Statement submitted with the Submission Paddock Wood Neighbourhood 
Plan provides information to demonstrate how the Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan 
is in conformity with Sustainable Development (see Basic Conditions Statement) and 
one of the roles of the independent examiner has been to consider whether the plan 
contributes to the achievement of sustainable development. The PWNDP (when ‘made’) 

https://ehq-production-europe.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/510e2baee9d3ddc1698912cb7d197c5203051c8c/original/1662387658/8cfe9ed8120c8a549da9ee1b4086eb8f_Basic_Conditions_Statement_PW_NDP.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA4KKNQAKICO37GBEP%2F20221101%2Feu-west-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20221101T163757Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=e165e7f875c76212bfaecbcebc08b833db43ae6583760a57f5a015b507ff773b
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will form part of the borough’s development plan, to be read alongside the Local Plan 
which contains policies to support the climate and biodiversity emergency. 
 
Carlos Hone, Head of Planning 3 November 2022 

F. Community Safety 
 
No community safety issues arise as a result of this report  
 
Section 17, Crime and Disorder Act 1998 

Terry Hughes, Community Safety Manager 08 November 2022 

 

G. Equalities 
 

The decisions recommended through this paper have a remote or low relevance to the 
substance of the Equality Act. There is no apparent equality impact on end users. 
Furthermore, the Public Sector Equality Duty applies to Parish Councils: Paddock Wood 
Town Council will be responsible for demonstrating due regard to this in the production 
of a NDP.  
 
Abigayle Sankey, Corporate Governance Officer 9 November 2022 
 

H. Data Protection 
 

There is no identified risk to individuals’ interests under the General Data Protection 
Regulation.  
 
Consultees were notified before making their representations that their comments would 
be published. 
 
Representations made to the Regulation 16 consultation cannot be treated in 
confidence. Regulation 22 and 35 of the Town and Country Planning (Local 
Development) (England) Regulations 2012, as amended, require copies of all 
representations to be made publicly available. The Council will publish names and 
associated representations on its website but will not publish personal information such 
as telephone numbers, emails or private addresses. All representations will be 
forwarded for consideration by the person appointed to carry out an examination of the 
Plan. 
 
There is no identified risk to individuals’ interests under the General Data Protection 
Regulation.  
 
Article 5, General Data Protection Regulation 2016 
 
Jane Clarke, Head of Policy and Governance 8 November 2022 

I. Health and Safety 
 

No implications for Health and Safety. 
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Mike Catling, Corporate Health and Safety Advisor 4 November 2022 

J. Health and Wellbeing 
 

No implications on any social, economic, and environmental factors which impact on 

people’s health and wellbeing. 

Rebecca Bowers, Health Improvement Team Leader 9 November 2022 

 

 


